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2 PET. I. 12. 
herefore I will not be negligent to put 
you always in remembrance of theſe 
Things, though you know them, and be 
ftabliſh'd in the preſent Truth. 


IS too common for Men who have 
no taſte in things Divine and Spiri- 
tual, to forſake the Publick Wor- 
{hip of God, upon pretence of their 

rat Knowledge and Attainments. They 

ne ſo perfectly skilled in all the great and 
neceſſary Truths of Religion, that no Body is 
apable of telling them more than they know 
ready. Could they learn any thing new 
nd curious from the Pulpit, they would be 
the firft that ſhould come to Church; but to 

Fave their Ears puniſhed with Old and 

Thread-bare Stuff for a long Hour to- 

ether, this is too great Penance, and they 

lefire to be excus d. | | 

This Pretence is the more dangerous as it 

kts with a natural Vanity and Self- opinion 

tevery Man, more or leſs, that gives it a rea- 

Entertainment and draws him eaſily into it. 

My defign in this Diſcourſe is to ſhew the 

Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of it to juſtifie Men 

this Practice, in Order, by the Grace of God, 

Y reclaim them from the ſame, and to vindi- 

ite the ſacred Inſtitution of Preaching the 

A 2 Word 
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Word of God, together with the Reputatio 
of the Miniſters of it, from that Conteme 
which it caſts upon them: For if this be | 
lowed to be a good excuſe, the multitude « 
People, who are indifferent to Religion, ar 
who think well of themſelves, will be ready t 
lay hold of it; Chriſtian Aſſemblies will gro 
very thin; and God's Ordinance, as well aso 
Office and Labours, will ſoon be of little R 
gard or Uſe. 
For this purpoſe, I have choſen thoſe Work 
I have read to you out of St. Peter; wherei 
after he had in the foregoing Verſes exhorte 
them to the diligent Practice of all thoſe vi 
tues and Graces that were neceſſary to ma 
their Calling and Election ſure, he tells ther 
That he would not be negligent to put them i 
ways in remembrance of hoſe things, though t 
Ene them beſore and were eſtabliſhed in the pili 
ſent Truth, Though they well underſtood he 
neceſſary the Practice of theſe things was 
order to ſecure the great defign of their Ch 
ſtian Calling, which was the Salvation of the 
Souls; yet be judg'd it convenient to take 
opportunities to put them in mind theret 
for fear leaſt they ſhould grow ſupine and 
miſs in their Duty ; and therefore he adds 
the next Verſe, Tea, 1 thing it meet, ſo long 
I in this Tabernacle, to ſtir you up, by putt 
you in remembrance. And we find St. F 
writing much after the ſame manner in ka; 
15. He tells em, He was perſwaded th'y vn 
Filled with Goodneſs, and full of al Knowle. 
verſe 14. Nevertheleſs, ſays he, verſe 15 


[ 3 ] 
we written the more boldly unto you, i ſom® 
„ putting you in mind, becauſe of the 
Bice that is given to me of God. i. e. I have 
en this Liberty to remind you of thoſe 
ings you knew before, by virtue of my 
iſterial Office. 
Did theſe two great Apoſtles do an abſurd 
ing in writing to theſe Chriſtians thoſe 
ings which they knew before > Or would 
have been excuſeable in not reading the 
e upon that pretence? If neither, then there 
0 Ground for objecting againſt our Preach- 
that we Preach things that are already 
een; nor will this juſtifie thoſe who with- 
Way themſelves from our Miniſtry upon this 
wunt. But this is what I hope more fully 
bey in the ſequel of my Diſcourſe. 
The Sum of what I have to ſay in anſwer 
this Pretence, or Excuſe, will fall under 
ble three Heads. 
If, That there is Reaſon to fear, that of- 
atimes it is a meer Pretence, and no more. 
2dly. That it is moſt commonly falſe in 
it; and that generally ſpeaking, we are ca- 
ble of informing People in ſome uſeful 
mths of Religion. 
2dly. That if it were true, yet it would not 
Wife them in their abſenting. . 
After which I ſhall Addreſs my (elf in a few 
Tattical things to Hearers and Preachers. 
f. There is Reaſon to fear, that oftentimes 
Ws meer Pretence, and no more; and that 
ly People make uſe of it, not becauſe they 
Wk jt true, but becauſe they think it Plauſi- 
A 3 ble, 


. 
ble, and not fo eaſily anſwer'd as ſome « 
Excuſes are. 

'Tis very common for Men to give fa 
Reaſons for their Practices, when they 
aſham'd or afraid to on the true: They will 
every ſpecious Colour, and every deceitful Lip 
In order to hide thoſe guilty Deſigns, whi 
will not bear to be expos d. When $; 
accus d Saul of diſobeying the poſitive Co 
mand of God, in not deſtroying all the Ef 
of the Amzalekites, how readily does he rep 
1 Sam. 18. that the beſt of the Sheep and the 0 
3 were ſpar d that they might be ſacrific' 
the Lord? This ſeemd very plauſibl 
but it was not the true Reaſon: He ſpar'd th 
for his own uſe, and only diſguis'd his av: 
cious intent with the falſe colour of Piety : 
Devotion. | 

Much after this manner do thoſe Men p 
varicate, who withdraw themſelves from t 
publick Worſhip of God, upon pretence tl 
they cannot be inform'd and edify'd by it; 
this is only a pretence, and they know it to 

ſo: The True Reaſon, if they would deal 

honeſtly, would be the ſame with that of thi 
wicked Jews related by the, Prophet Malac 
Mal. 1. who ſaid, Behold what a wearineſs is 
13. Tis their averſeneſs and diſinclinatio 
the Worſhip of God, and their ill reliſh of a gc 
Diſcourſe, not the apprehenſion that it cant 
ediſie them, that is the true Cauſe of their 
ſenting, if they would ſpeak plain. But 
cauſe the owning of this Truth would be m 
to their diſadvantage, they chooſe to 
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their Refuge, and to ſcreen their Reputa- 

pa falſe and idle 2 
m afraid this would appear too plainly, if 
were to obſerve the general courſe of ſuch 
x Lives ; but eſpecially if we could ſee 
they are doing at home, whilſt other 
gle are at Church. I am afraid we ſhould 
[them either Sleeping or Drinking, or Ga- 
or doing ſomething (till worſe and more 
ent of the Light than all this, and that 
E Words of the Apoſtle would be too true 
them, That 7 is a ſhame to ſpeak of thoſe 
y which are dome of them in ſecret. Epheſ. 
12, If theſe things are true (and there have 
too many Inſtances to prove them fo,) 
tis; certain that the pretenſe which I am 
wing, is falſe. Such Men do not abſent 
n the Worſhip of God becauſe they think 
they cannot be inform'd and made wiſer, 
decauſe they will not be reform'd and made 


Of the two, it looks much more likely that 
are afraid leaſt they ſhould know too 
ch, and are 28 to continue ignorant of 


Duty, that ſo their Conſciences may give 
n leſs trouble for the neglect of it. Every 
Red Man defires of all things to be eaſy and 
noleſted in his vicions Courſe, and there- 
kt ſhuts the Curtains about his Mind, and 
Ks all he can to keep it Dark and Dead- 
whe within him, for fear his Conſcience ſhould 
ke and take him to task. Thus our Saviour 
zus, For every one that doth Evil, hateth hte 
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Light, neither cometh to the Light, leaf 
Deeds ſhould be reproved. Luk. 3. 21. 

So that the Pretence of too much Knc 
ledge, is ſo far from being true, that on 
contrary they are only afraid Jeaft they ſho 
Have too much : They defire to continue 
ignorant as they are ; and therefore ſhun 
means of Inſtruction. 

But 2dly, T anſwer, That the thing pret 
ded is moſt commonly falſe in fact; and t 
generally ſpeaking, we are able to inſtructp 
ple in ſome uſeful Truths of Religion. Ith 
we cannot juſtly incur the cenſure of Va 
and Oſtentation in pretending to this, eſpt 
ally when we are conſtrain:d to do it in anſ 
to an Objection that would render our M 
firy in great meaſure uſeleſs and infignif 
For Divinity is our profeſſed Study and 
neſs. We are born with ſuch Faculties 
Underſtandings as other Men are, and wet 
them chiefly to this kind of Knowledge ; 
we have peculiar advantages of Educatio 
improve us in the ſame : and if after all 
ſhould not underſtand it ſomething better t 

other People, it would be very ſtrange, a 
am ſure we ſhould be very much to bla 
However we do not reckon it Immodeſty 
any Man to pretend to be better skilled 
others in his own Art and Profeſſion ; for 
expected that he ſhould be ſo. 

Beſides that the Character which the 
Scriptures give of us will bear us out, fort 
= we read, That the Prieſts Lips bv 

% keep Knowledge, and thas the Pe. 
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ſeek the Law at his Mouth; for be is the 
enger of the Lord of Hoſts : That he ſhould 
2 Paſtor, to feed the People with Know- Jer 
and Underſtanding, and a Workman 18. 
tnceds not be aſpam d, rightly dividing 2 Tim. 
Word of Truth. And I hope that, ge- * 5. 

wly ſpeaking, we do not fink below this Cha- 
ter; if we do (eſpecially in this Age of 
ming, I am ſure we have great reaſon to 
aſham'd. 

Now fince this is our Character, and ſince we 
e ſnch Opportunities for making it good, 
would be a very blameable Modeſty in us, 
for fear of being thought vain and opinio- 
td, we ſhould let this Objection againſt our 
aching paſs for true ; for ſo we ſhould be 
xeſſary to the betraying of our Maſter's 
iſe, and to the Contempt of his Ordinances 
d Worſhip. | 
But I cannot ſo eaſily acquit from this Cen- 
, thoſe who make this Objection; ſince Di- 
lity is not their profeſſed Study and Buſineſs: 
led I am aftaid tis much lefs ſo than it 
pht to be. Let indifferent People judge if 
be not Pride and Vanity. Certain I am, 
it it would be thought ſo in us, ſhould we 
end to underſtand Phyſick as well as the 
yiicians, or Law as well as the Lawyers. 
grant that Religion is every Man's Profeſ- 
n and Buſineſs, not only as to the Practiſe, 
t alſo as to a competent Skill in the Princi- 
8 and Doctrines of it. And I could wiſh, 
h Moſes, That a/the Lords People were Pro- 
wi; that every private Chriſtian knew as 
| | | much 
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much and more than we can teach them, B. 
foraſmuch as Divinity is a very wide 3 
deep Study, and the Holy Scriptures an In 
menſe Fund, a bottomleſs Mine of Truth 
that few have ſufficient leafure and aſſiſtan 
to fearch narrowly into; Therefore has Gy 
 ordain'd and ſet a- part certain Orders of Me 
_ whoſe buſineſs it is to work in this rich Min 
and diſtribute the precious Treaſure among 
| the reſt of Mankind, to feed them with Kng 
ledge and Underſtanding. So that it is no we 
der if they ſhould know more than othe 
whoſe Office it is to teach and inſtruct other 
After alt; I will not deny that ſome p 
ticular Perſons among the Laity, who 
ving with great Piety and Induſtry, ſearch 
into the Depths of Divine Knowledge, m 
have as much Underſtanding as their Tead 
ers: Bat I dare ſay they are not amongſt t 
Objectors I have now do with; They knt 
their Duty too well, and are too wiſe a 
too good to forſake our Aſſemblies upon a 

ſuch Pretence. Which leads me to the 
3d Thing; Namely, That, though this P 
tence were true, and we could tell Men noth 
but what they knew before, yet this wo 
not juſtify their withdrawing themſelves tr 

the Preaching of God's Holy Word. 

1 might offer ſeveral Things to make 
appear. . 
As that it is an open Contempt of an O 
nance that is unqueſtionably of Divine Ir 
tution ; and which is moreover fo effential 


Religion, as to be the great _—_ 
8 ee 
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ns up the Life and Power, and very Face 
74:8 World, and of ſaving Mens Souls. 
at further, it is a very high Indignity 
a to God Almighty and our Bleſſed Sa- 
„ in whoſe Name we come, and whoſe 
aſadours (as unworthy as we are) yet 
ye the Honour to be ſtil'd in the Holy 
ores : And that it is ſo taken, we learn 
our Saviour's own Mouth, where at 
ſending out the Seventy to preach the 
fel, he tells them, He tbat beercth you, hear- 
xe, and he deſpiſeth you, defpiſeth me, and 
hut deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me, 
10. 16, Shall God Almighty ſend us 
ha very kind and graciovs Meſſage to mi- 
le Sinners? and ſhall they refuſe us a 
ing, and tells us that they know before- 
that we have to ſay? Good God! 
t Rudene(ſs and Indignity is this to him 
ſent us? 

Imight alſo take notice, That under this 
aſe they abſent from the Prayers of the 
ch, as well as from our Preaching, If 
have no buſineſs with Us, yet 'tis preſu- 
chat they have ſome with God Almighty : 
tHe loſe his Tribute of Publick Prayer and 
hip 2 Muſt the Church loſe the Aſſiſtance 
[Reinforcement of their Prayer and Devoti- 
And will they themſelves loſe thoſe Bleſ- 
pfor their Souls and Bodies which the Church 
dy to joyn with them in asking; and all 
buſe they have no Opinion of Preaching ? 
ſainly if a Sermon can do them no good, 
aſt it can do them no harm; but the 


neglect 


1 
neglect of their Devotion will do them a « 
deal of harm, and they will find it ſo 
time or other. 


To this I might add the I Example w 

{ack People ſet to their Neighbours, and 
bad Influence it may have upon them, If 
are ſo wiſe as to need no Inſtructions, of 
Pople are not, who yet will be apt to trea( 
their Steps. For Men of ſuch great Knowle 
and Attainments, as they pretend to be, 
commonly a great many Admirers and Fol. 
ers that impliceitly imitate their Actions, e 
cially when they are of the fide of their c 
aatural Luſts and Inclinations. 
Theſe Conſiderations are of themſelves 
ficient to ſhew the Unjuſtifiableneſs of 
Pretenſe for not attending upon the Preact 
of God's Word. 

To which I will ſubjoyn that Apoſto 
Injuction; And let ws conſider one anoths 
provoke unto Love, and to good Works ; 
forſaking the aſſembling of our ſelves togethe 
the manner of ſome is, Heb, 10. 24. 

But becauſe I would not only ſilence 
Pretenſe, but convince People that it 1s 
unreaſonable and groundlefs ; I will offer tl 
four Things following to be conſidered. 

1. That it is of no leſs Advantage to re 
to Mens Minds thoſe wholeſome Truths . 
they have forgotten, or neglected, that 
teach them new ones. What is a Man 
wiſer for that Knowledge which he has | 
or what is he the better for that which he 
tains, if he never attends to it? Indeed, 
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Man tells us, that Truth is the moſt pre- 
of all Treaſures : But when it is not 
templated on, when it is not drawn into 
Wiſe, tis ſuch another Treaſure as that 
ih the Miſer hoards up; and by that 
uns renders it uſeleſs to himſelf and every 
elſe. And, as the Ruſt of his 
wed Gold and Silver ſhall witneſs Vim. 8. 3. 
nt him, and eat his Fleſh as it were Fire at 
Loft Day, fo will ſuch ruſty and neglected 
wedge riſe up in Judgment againſt Men, 
[enflame their laſt Reckoning. 
ind yet we may ſadly obſerve, That this 
he Treatment which too many People give 
the moſt Sacred Truths : Tell Men of any 
ke that may ſerve their worldly Intereſts or 
miter to their Luſts, and they will be ſure 
remember it, and keep it uppermoſt in their 
pughts z They will catch at the leaſt Hint, 
turn and wind it every way, till they 
ge made the moſt of it; whilſt the moſt ex- 
ent Truths of Religion are flung like uſe- 
k& Lumber into ſome dark Corner of their 
ins, never to ſee the Light or be thought 
more. 
ind indeed this is the true Reaſon why 
grow no wiſer under the moſt excellent 
ans of Knowledge; and no better under 
moſt advantageous Helps for Piety and 
bdneſs : For Inadvertency is the natural 
urſe to Oblivion, and Oblivion differs only 
the Name from Ignorance, excepting the 
ter Guilt of it. 


Moſt 
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Moſt of the Wickedneſs in the Worl, 
committed for want of thinking. WI 
Men know very well that Virtue is better j 
ſelf, and better for them than Vice; That 
former is perfective of their Natures, an 
their true Happineſs, whilſt the latter deb 
their Souls, and will draw upon them ut 
Ruin and Deſtruction: But they will not th 
and conſider of this, and for this Reaſon do t! 
continue wicked. So that nothing can be 
greater Service to them than to be excitec 
conſider and attend to thoſe Things wt 
they know already, that ſo they may be 
better for their Knowledge ; or otherwiſe 
will fare much the worſe for it. 
"Tis becauſe Men are thus apt to forget, 
backwards to think and refle& upon what 
know, that St. Pax! adviſes the Hebrew 
give the more diligent heed, i. e. often to confi 
and attend to thoſe Truths which they he 
left at any time they ſhould let theme ſlip, Hel 
1. And St. Peter gives this, as the Deſig 
his two Epiſtles, to the converted Jews, it 
2 5 c. 3. v. 1. It was to ftir up their 
Minds by way of Remembrance, that they m 
be mindful of the Words which were ſpoken | 
Holy Prophets, and of the Commandments 
Apoſtles of the Lord and Saviour : Ani 
fncere Minds, who Love the Truth, 
yet need ſtirring up to attend to the |: 
leſt they ſhould forget it; much more do 
need it, who are as willing to forget as tc 
tain it. 
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wow this fingle Confideration, as it makes 
Duty to inculcate the ſame Truths u 
gearers, ſo does it (hew the Weakneſs and 
tedneſs of the fore-mentioned Pretenſe 
not attending upon our Miniſtry : For if 
wn Truths will naturally die out of Mens 
ds, and their Knowledge relapſe again in- 
gnorance for want of frequent Attention 
Reflection upon the ſame; and if there be 
nuch danger of this even in the beſt of 
n, by reaſon of their natural Weakneſs, or 
notations, or Interruptions by Secular Buſi- 
then it muſt be of great uſe to all Men 
te often reminded of the great Truths of 
ion, the better to fix them in their Me- 
nes, and impreſs them upon their Hearts, 
[enforce them upon their Practiſe. 
ly. Thoſe Truths which Men do already 
wand attend to, may poſſibly be known 
re perfectly. Tis a general Fate upon us, 
this mortal Life, to kwow but in part, and 
te as rough « Glaſs darkly ; ſo that there 
lways room for Men to improve in their 
pwledge: And there is no Man ſo tran- 
mdantly skill'd in any Science, but another 
n may be able to inform him in ſome 
ings which he did not know before; eſpe- 
My is this true, in ſo various and extenfive a 
tence as that of Divinity. There will be ſome 
kkneſs, Confuſedneſs and Perplexity in ma- 
of his Conceptions about it, that want 
aring ; ſomething that lies croſs and unto- 
d in his Scheme, that needs to be reconci- 
and adjuſted ; And perhaps another Man 


may 
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may have fallen upona happier way of thi 
ing upon thoſe Points, and may be ab 
ſet them in a better Light and Order, and; 
him ſatisfaction. 5 ; 
- It often happens that good Ideas are wi 

and cntangled in a Man's Brain, that hy 
hamper'd and perplexed to range them 
Order and Method and Connexion, and fo 
to fit down unſatisfied: Under this Ciro 
ſtance ſome Body or other may help hin 
the right end of the Thread; after which 
Clue of Knowledge will run off eaſily to bi 
Now this is one Advantage which her 
hope to reap from his Attendance upon 
Preaching of God's Holy Word. Somet 
or other he may hear things better prov', | 
ter divided, diſtinguiſhd and explain d, 
Relations, Connexions and Dependencies, 1 
be placed in a clearer View and bring u 
Light and Evidence to his knowledge. 
this means he will grow in Grace, and in 
Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus ( 
2 Pet. 3. 18. 

3. That Knowledge which Men have, 
be rendred more uſeful and practicable : WW 
a very great miſtake, (and the Pretenc 
am expoſing is chiefly built upon it) to tl 
that the only End of Preaching is to inf 
the Ignorant ; for this is not fo much 2 iſ 
firſt End of it. The firſt and great En,; 
Preaching is, to reclaim wicked Men from a 
ful to a religious Courſe of Life, in orde! 
ſave their Souls. Knowledge is indeed 2 


ceſſary Step towards this; and if Men 1 
| a 


1 
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act according to the beſt of their Know- 
we ſhould have nothing to do but juſt to 
iu their Heads with good Notions : But we 
g obſerve the moſt excellent Truths to lye 
in Mens Heads without operating upon their 
or Lives. Tis therefore not the leaſt part 
or Bufineſs to render that Knowledge which 
have, more uſeful and ſerviceable to them, 
to perſwade them to put it in practiſe. | 
w this may be effected various ways; but 
ipally by 3 upon their Affections and 
ons, which are the moſt forcible Springs of 
ation and Action in Humane Nature, as it 
g at preſent : And we have the moſt pow- 
[Motives to work upon theſe : For we (ct 
and Death, Heaven and Hell, before Men, 
eech them by the Mercys of the Living God, 
we perſwade them by the Terrours of the 
I; we make Deſcriptions and Repreſentati- 
of the moſt moving Things imaginable, to 
their Hopes and their Fears ; we draw Scenes 
xquiſite Bliſs and exquiſite Miſery that are 
out end, before their Eyes: and what Con- 
nations can perſwade Men to live up to their 
wedge, if theſe will not? 8 
efides, that in attending upon the Preach- 
of Gods Word, their Knowledge may be 
ed and rendred more practicable by ſome 
Dire&ions, ſome ſerious Exhortations, and 
t ſeaſonable and prudent ReEproofs, _ 
it may be reviv'd in their minds at a more 
urable and lucky Conjuncture; ſomething 
be happily ſaid in a Sermon, or in a happy 
N, that may lay hold of a Man and do 
more good than a Thouſand good things 
B delivere 
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delivered in another Manner or at ang 
Time. | 
There are different ways of acceſs into d 
rent Mens Breaſts; and thoſe are more open 
practicable at certain ſeaſons than at oths 
One Diſcourſe ſhall take them in a better 
mour and Temper, in a kinder and more 
did Diſpoſition to receive the Truth in the | 
of it: And ſo of our fide, one Preacher. or 
Sermon ſhall ſuit ſome Pallates, and procure 
vour and Attention be ond others that arc 
themſelves no leſs excellent. : 
There is an Inſtance in holy Writ ul 
will ſerve to illuſtrate this; and it is tha 
Nathan's recovering David to Re! 
tance after his Adultery with B 
and his horrid Murder of Uriah, in ord: 
make her his own Wife. This the Prophet 
form'd by framing a very artful Fable, that 
preſented the Cruelty of the Fact; David | 
thinking himſelf to be concern d, was ſo enr 
at ſuch a barbarous piece of Oppreſſion, 7 
decree certain Death to the Author of it : 
was all that Nathan wanted; for immedi 
upon it he opens the Moral, and ſhews him 
he had condemned himſelf out of his 
Mouth; upon which he preſently confeſſ 
have ſinned againſt the Lord. David knew bel 
as well as Nathan could tell him, how heit 
the Sins of Adultery and Murder were, and 
much it was his Duty to repent of the (a 
but yet it was this happy way of repreſc 
his Crimes, and of reproving him, that tou 
him to the Quick, and recovered him out . 
Hardnefs and Stupidity. Perhaps a Thou 
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d Admonitions from another hand, or admi- 
kd in another manner, would have failed 
heceſs, | $38 
Leſiy, The Grace of God's Holy Spirit, 
ordinarily attends the Preaching of the 
xl, to render it efficacious upon Mens Hearts 
Lives and to produce thoſe good effects 
h have been mentioning upon every teach- 
and well-diſpos'd Hearer, is a confideration 
cient of ir ſelf to ſhew how much it is Mens 
dom, as well as Duty, to attend conſtantly 
n the ſame ; and to condemn the Folly and 
ety of abſenting from it upon any pretence 
aſoever. 

is was very extraordinary in the beginning 
Chriſtianity, when three Thouſand Perſons 
converted from their Infidelity and 
td Courſes by one Sermon: And = 2. 4. 
uh the Aſliſtances of the Holy Ghoſt and 
ſucceſs of Preaching, did not keep up to 
Pitch in the following Times, yet it continu- 
ery great; inſomuch that the Roman Empire 
ſoon over- ſpread with Chriſtians, and thoſe 
the moſt part good and virtuous Men; So 
hal, did the Word of God grow and prevail, 
te means of Preaching accompanied with his 
Spirit. | 

bs ad indeed to obſerve how unſucceſsful 
In theſe degenerate Times; but yet that lit- 
od which is done is principally done by 
Means: Tis the Spirit of God, accompany- 
u is his own Inſtitution, that turns thoſe few 
ate turn d, from the Wickedneſs of their 
M to a virtuous Courſe of Life. 
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So that if Men have any good Intentions 
rowing better, any defires of being happy 
the next World, and of being fitted and prep; 
for it in this, they muſt attend upon tþ 
Means which God has inſtituted, and which 
will bleſs for that purpoſe ; they muſt, a; 
born Babes deſfre, & c. They muſt receive 
meeckmeſs the ingrafted Word, which is able to 
their Souls ; they muſt hear, that their Souls 
Iive. | | 

I hope theſe Conſiderations may ſatisſie ex 
unpre judiced Man, that the Pretence bef 
mentioned, for not coming to the Publick 
ſhip of God, is very frivoulous and gro 
leſs ; fince there is no Man fo conſumma 
wiſe and good, but he may receive ſo n 
Benefit by attending upon our Miniſtry ,as m: 
it both his Duty and Intereſt to do it. 

The Improvement of this Diſcourſe conc! 
both thoſe that hear and thoſe that preach 
Word of God. 

It inſtructs the former to be diligent and 
ſtant in their Attendance upon the Miniſtr) 
that Word, which by the Grace of God acc 
panying it, is the great Inſtrument of en 
tning and convincing and turning them i 
the Errour of their ways, of edifying and 
ding them up in Faith and Holineſs, anc 
ſaving their Souls. 3 

Be your Attainments in Knowledge and 
tue never ſo great, yet you cannot anſ 
cuſtomary Neglect in this matter; neithe 
God, becauſe it is his Ordinance; nor te 
becauſe we come in his Name, and wit 


Meſſage ; nor to your ſelves, becauſe the 
| k 
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m for you to grow, get more in Grace, and 
be wiſer and better than you are. 
fiſtianity is a progreſſive State, that has no 
nds or Limits aſſigned to it; and the great 
bor and Finiſher X it, that he might ſcrew 
our Virtue ſtill higher and higher, commands 
to be Perfe® as our Father, which is in Hea- 
i Perfe, Matt. 5. 48. The word of God, 
ich we Preach, is the Means appointed for 
N ag ont of it we are to diſtribute 
he Srron 5 as well as Mil} to Babes, 
Wide moſt advanced Chriſtians may be ſtill 
ing up into him in all things who ig the Head. 
Nel. 4. 16. 
jou are therefore greatly wanting to your 
Souls, when you are ſparing and remiſs in 
x attendance. Every opportunity that you 
might have made ſome conſiderable Ac- 
lon to your Knowledge and Virtue ; and de- 
Ne '7 x68 it, that juſt ſo much ſhall be dimi- 
kd from your future Reward, I will leave 
you that Beatitude pronounced by Wilſ- 
"Blefed 5 is the Man that heareth me, watch- 
100 at my Gates, waiting at the Poſt: 7 my 
Fr, for whoſo findeth me findeth Life, and fhall 
In favour of the Lord. Prov. 8. 34, 35. 
bs to thoſe that think themſelves too wiſe to 
our Inſtruction, and too good to want our 
Monitions and Reproofs, and upon that Pre- 
e forſake our A mblies, all I Fatt obſerve 
that the wiſeſt of Men does then give us a 
75 Character of em, when he ſays, That 
ber of the Wiſe ſeeketh Knowledge. . 18. 
But if the miſtake is of their fide, as is moſt 
bY, and, as have before proved, then * 
mu 
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| cate to our Hearers, that ſo we may approve 
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muſt think that Solomon does them no! wr, 
when he beſtows thoſe two ſevere Provertsy 
on them, he that hateth reproof is brutiſh, pr 
12. 1. Aud ſeeſt thou a Man wiſe in his own C 
ceit, there is more hope of a Fool than of him, Pr 
26. 12. This quite turns the Tables, when 
Wiſe Men, as they would paſs for, they are m 
worſe than Fools, and next to Brutes. And 
deed, it is but Charity to think ſo ; for if 
are really ſo Wiſe as they pretend to be, t 
are ſo much the worſe Men, and have fo m 
the more to anſwer for. 

The other Branch of the improvement belo 
(my Reverend Brethren) to you and me : 
it inſtructs us, in the i ſt Place, to be induſtrio 
furniſhing our own Minds with all that uſe 
knowledge which we are required to comm 


| 


ſelves Workmen that need not be aſhamed, ris 
dividing the Word of Truth And, that t 
may no Ground, no, nor Colour for ſuch a 
tence, for not hearing of us, which, if it . 
true, we ſhould have indeed great Reaſot 
be aſham'd. 

It teaches us in the next place not to 
dy for Novelties, and fine Things, to pl 
curious and itching Ears, but after the Exar 
of the Apoſtle in the Text, to feed our Fic 
with wholſome and ſolid Truths, and to in 
cate the ſame; to ind and remind them of ti 
things which they Lom, till they take Roc 
their Hearts, and bring forth ſome Fruit in tl 
Lives. Were Truths printed upon Mens bra 
as in a Book, or Stamp'd, as with a Seal, o 
the Impreſſions would continue, there woulc 
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leſs occaſion for doing this: But ſince Me- 

7 conliſts only in a Power of recalling and 

Ig thoſe Ideas which have formerly been in 

Minds; which Power, as it is ſtrengthen'd 

iſe, ſo is it diminiſh'd, and often quite loſt, 

h reſpe& to particular Ideas, by diſuſe : I 

ſince tis thus, there is a Neceflity that we 

wid inculcate and often revive thoſe uſeful 
ths which ought to be_uppermoſt in Mens 

us ; or otherwiſe they will be apt to Evapo- 
> and vaniſh away, like the Morning Cloud, 
early Dew. 

farther, it teaches us not to think too well of 
ſelves and too meanly of others, becauſe we 
the Inſtruments which God uſes to inſtruct 
n and make them wiſer : Since as we have 
now heard, it is chiefly owing to the Grace 
God accompanying our Labours, that they 
any ſucceſs. We may indeed take the Com- 
and Satisfaction of doing good, home to 
ſelves, þut the Credit and Glory muſt be all 


owns that his ſuſſiciency ſor his 3 
iſterial Office, a” of 8.4 * 
tthe Good which he did was not owing to 
but to the Grace of God which was | ON 
MW biz; That either he who Planted, 10. * 
dpolos who Watered, were any thing, 1 cor. z. 
it was God that gave the Increaſe. 6. 7. 
ſe have indeed a Treaſure committed to us, 
we are told that it is in Earthen Veſſels, to 
ty our Pride, and to ſhew that the Ex- 
ey of Power is of God, and not 
„ We ſhoot the Arrow, but it Fe, + 7. 
ten at Random; and it is God that directs 
5 1 it, 
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bed to God; after the Example of St. Paul, 
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aacle, to ſtir you up, by putting you in remembra 
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and. makes it do execution. The moſt 
we-can'do, is, with the Husband- man, to 
the $eed ; for, like him, we muſt depend ur 
the Iufluence of Heaven to make it fruitful. 

TLaſtly, It teaches us to be aſſiduous and 
wears in thediſcharge of our Miniſterial F 
ion, after the Example of St. Peter int 
Text, and by Virtue of the Motive that 
lows ; Wherefore I will not be negligent 10 put 
always in remembrance of theſe Things, thoug| 
know theme, and be eftabliſh'd in the preſent Try 
Tee, I think it meet, ſo long as I am in this Ta 


knowing that ſhortly I mnſt put off this my Tal 
nacle. And St. Paul urges the ſame Motivet 
on Timothy; with which I will conclude ; 
eborge thee therefore, ſays he, before God and 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the Quick and 
Dead, at his Appearance and his Kingdo 
Preach the Word, 1 inſtant in Seaſon nd 
Seaſon; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all Long. 
fering and Doctrine, 2 Tim. 4. 1, 2. 0 
grant us Grace ſo to feed the Flock of God, wi 
is among ut, and to be Enſemples to the ja 
That when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, we 


receive. a Crown of Glory that fadeth not 4 
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A rmon Preach'd at the Pariſh-Church of Wendover, in the 
ty of Bucks, on the 31ſt of December. 1706. The Day of Tl 
giving for the Wonderful Succeſſes of this Year. By Joſcab 
Vicar of Weadover, and Chaplain to rhe Right Honourable ch 
of Wharton, Price 3 d. _ 
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